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panions were already on the scene, burrowing in the debris
for treasure. As I descended the slope towards the first
crater, they came running up to me with lumps of slag and
tiny fragments of rusted iron and small shining black pellets,
which they took to be the pearls of 'Ad's ladies blackened in
the conflagration that had consumed them with their lord.
3Ali watched me with nervous concern as I picked up and
examined fragments of the surrounding slag. The sun was
near his setting, and I just had time to make a rapid round
of the crater rims before returning to camp to break the
fast.
That was enough for the first day, but my companions
were disappointed with my verdict. This may indeed be
Wabar, I said, of which the Badawin speak, but it is the work
of God not man. These are no castles of the ancients but like
the volcanic peaks of the Harra which you have seen doubt-
less on the way to Mecca, on your right hand as you go up.
These mouths are even as the mouths of the Harra thrust up
by the inner fire from the belly of the earth. No, replied 'All
stoutly, but they are the castles of 'Ad, son of Kin'ad. They
are his mansions for sure, and see how the bricks have been
burned with fire as they relate ! And what are these but
pearls ? Each of them had indeed already amassed a collec-
tion of the round black pellets to carry away in their saddle-
bags to sell for profit. Fear not, I replied, this is certainly
the place of which you spoke and you have led me to it,
'Ali, as you promised. And these are the castles of Wabar
as you say. I am content, but take it from me, they were
not built of men. And what of Salim ? Has he found the
iron of which he told me—big as a camel ? I went to the very
spot, replied Salim himself rather gloomily, but the iron is
buried under the sand. If God wills, we will find it to-morrow
by digging. God is bounteous, I replied, and, if He wills,
you will find it; but to-morrow I shall go down with the
camels to Ibrahima and we can leave half our number with
the tents and baggage to seek out the iron. Let the camels go
down early to the water, and I will go later after them when
I have seen the castles again and collected samples of the
stones and such like.

